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1. Summary 

 

1.1 This report requests that the Assembly uses its powers under s.60 (1) of the GLA Act.  

 
 
2. Recommendation 

 
2.1 That the Assembly agrees to the request of the Transport Committee to use its powers 

under Section 60 (1) of the Greater London Authority Act to request that the Mayor 
responds to the recommendations in the Committee’s report, Walk this Way: Making 
Walking Easier and Safer in London. 

 

 

3. Background 
 
3.1 The Transport Committee agreed at its meeting on 23 June 2010 to recommend to the Business 

Management and Administration Committee (BMAC) that Caroline Pidgeon AM be appointed as a 

rapporteur to investigate initiatives to make it easier and safer to walk in London.  BMAC agreed the 

appointment at its meeting on 20 July 2010. 

 

3.2 The terms of reference for this investigation were:   

 To explore, with relevant organisations, different initiatives to make it easier and safer to walk in 
London which could deliver a sustained increase in walking; and 

 In light of the findings, make recommendations to the Mayor and TfL on initiatives to prioritise 
in ‘2011 the year of walking’, and any other actions to take to help ensure the ‘year of walking’ 
leads to a sustained increase in walking.   

 

3.3 As part of the rapporteurship, Caroline Pidegon AM and other Members of the Committee held 

informal meetings with: 

 Representatives from Sustrans, the Campaign for Better Transport, Living Streets, Walk England 

and Space Syntax on 7 September 2010; 

 Representatives of the GLA Transport Team on 1 September 2010; and 

 Representatives from TfL on 6 October 2010. 



        

4. Issues for Consideration  
 

4.1 The final report, agreed formally by the Transport Committee at its meeting of 3 November 2010, is 

attached as Appendix 1 (for Members only). It is also available at http://www.london.gov.uk/who-

runs-london/the-london-assembly/publications.  
 
4.2 The report recommendations are as follows:  

 
Recommendation 1 
(a) That for the 2011 Year of Walking, Transport for London, in conjunction with London 

boroughs, expands the Key Walking Route initiative with the aim that half of all London 
boroughs have completed or started a Key Walking Route initiative by the end of the Year of 
Walking. 

(b) That for the longer-term, each London borough has a Key Walking Route by 2013/14. 
 
Recommendation 2 
That the Mayor should report back to this Committee by December 2010 setting out how he will 
support the provision of urban design surgeries during the Year of Walking and beyond. 
 
Recommendation 3 
That a programme of community street audits is integrated into the further development of the Key 
Walking Routes initiative.  We ask that Transport for London reports back to the Committee on how 
it plans to take this forward in a response to this Committee by December 2010. 
 
Recommendation 4 
That by December 2011, Transport for London takes steps to ensure all pedestrian crossings in 
London are: 

(a) Up to minimum DfT standards for pedestrian crossing time;  

(b) Include audible signals and tactile cones; and 

(c) Reports back to this Committee on progress towards meeting these targets by June 2011. 
 
Recommendation 5 
That by December 2010, Transport for London reports back to the Committee on its role in 
supporting and evaluating the borough-wide pilots of 20 mph zones highlighted in the Committee’s 
April 2009 report.   
 
Recommendation 6 
We recommend that by the end of 2011 the Mayor should  

(a) Should show support for at least one large-scale infrastructure project which will have 
pedestrians at its core and will act as a flag-ship project to demonstrate his commitment to 
walking; and 

(b) Include details in his long-term strategy for increasing the modal share of walking. 
 
Recommendation 7 
(a) That for the 2011 Year of Walking, the Mayor and TfL should plan, with relevant 

organisations, a major new pedestrianisation event in central London. 

(b) That in 2011, the Mayor should also provide support and assistance to boroughs and 
organisations to ensure that all boroughs are able to hold one event to promote the Year of 
Walking 

http://www.london.gov.uk/who-runs-london/the-london-assembly/publications
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(c) That beyond 2011 to help realise a sustained increase in walking the Mayor and TfL should 
develop an annual pedestrianisation event which can act as a catalyst for similar events in 
boroughs. 

 
Recommendation 8 
(a) That for the 2011 Year of Walking the Mayor and TfL should develop a pilot scheme that 

offers Londoners an incentive to undertake more journeys by foot by offering store-card 
type rewards.  This could be developed in partnership with London businesses and linked 
into the existing Oyster Card system. The pilot should be monitored and the results used to 
determine if there is merit in the development of a wider scheme. 

(b) That beyond 2011 to help realise a sustained increase in walking the Mayor and TfL should 
develop a programme which extends the principles of smarter travel schemes, including 
‘rewarding’ more walking, to the 50 biggest employers in London. 

 
Recommendation 9 
(a) That for the 2011 Year of Walking TfL should ensure that its Journey Planner defaults to a 

walking option as the first choice for any trip under 1 km/15 mins and includes a walking 
option for journeys up to 2kms/30 mins. 

(b) That during 2011, TfL target the 108 tube journeys which are quicker on foot and introduce 
a programme of signage and information provision based on legible London principles to 
encourage people to walk these trips 

(c) That, in the light of TfL’s funding settlement, the Mayor and TfL should examine the 
business case for extending the Legible London signage system to include Overground Rail 
and Tube stations ensuring that the business case considers its potential impact on 
overcrowding.   We ask that Transport for London report back to the Committee on this by 
March 2011. 

 

4.3 Each time an Assembly Committee completes a scrutiny, relevant proposals are sent to all witnesses 

at whom they are aimed, and responses invited.   The Mayor does not always provide a formal 

response to Committee recommendations and this makes it difficult to establish the impact of the 

Assembly’s work on the Mayor’s policies and decisions.  With this in mind, the Transport Committee 

would like to ask the Assembly to use its powers under s.60 (1) of the GLA Act. 

 

 
5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 Under Section 60 (1) of the Greater London Authority Act, the Assembly may submit proposals to 

the Mayor and require a response from him under Section 45(2)(c).   Section 45(2)(c) of the GLA 

Act requires the Mayor to include a response to the proposals submitted under Section 60(1) in his 

written reports to the Assembly. 

 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications arising directly from this report. 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report: 

 

Appendix 1 - Walk this Way: Making Walking Easier and Safer in London. 
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